
Los Patojos, sueños e ideas en acción 
The Little ones, dreams and ideas in action.

7 years generating smiles and opportunities in guatemalan children through 
education, food, health and social participation trough the arts.



MELISSA MIRANDA – 
REPRESENTING YOUNG GIRLS LEADERSHIP PROJECT

One day I woke up with the thought of doing 
something for myself, however, I believe doing 
something for others is much more important, 
that is the power of education. I am Melissa 
and people call me “Meli”, I am 17 years old 
and will soon be graduating as an elementary 
school teacher. Becoming a teacher has been 
one of the most important steps of my life. This 
year, 2013, has become a new challenge sin-
ce I have learned that I am an individual that 
does not depend on what people say, I have 
understood that I want to be an excellent edu-
cator. I have also maintained very good school 
grades; that means that I have become more 
responsible, not only in my life, but on a so-
cial level as well. I have not become pregnant 
and that is a successful process. The average 

One day I woke up with the thought of doing 
something for myself

young mother is between the ages of thirteen to 
fifteen years old, which is quite sad. However, it 
is also a motivation to better myself. My family’s 
economic stability is not the best and living in a 
materialistic world is complicated. Although I am 
not an only child and my career is quite expensi-
ve, I have been able to study and am achieving 
my dream of being a professional young person 
due to the help and support of JustWorld Inter-
national and Los Patojos. Through this oppor-
tunity, I have learned about the existence of so-
mething much more valuable than money; the 
power of thought and commitment. My love for 
life teaches me how to be humble and worthy of 
who I am and what I have every day.



BBOY ÁNGEL SOLÍS 
REPRESENTING YOUNG BOYS LEADERSHIP PROJECT 

I’m Angel Rafael Solis Tocay, I am 22 years old 
and work at “Los Patojos”. My passion is Break 
Dancing. Why? Because it has the power to 
transform lives and life- styles. When I came to 
Los Patojos, my life changed completely. Four 
years ago, I never imagined a place like this, a 
home. I used to live with fear, sadness, pain, 
anger and revenge; all that were part of my life. 
We all have tough phases in our lives, and I was 
able to overcome the most difficult: the streets. 
Now, every step I take, it’s firm! Los Patojos is 
the perfect space for children and youth like 
me. My accomplishments are many but I think 
the most significant are discovering the impor-
tance of self-education and reading. I did not 
have a chance to attend school, I would have 
been in college now. This does not stop me be-
cause I think that what I am doing right now it’s 

My passion is Break Dancing. Why? Because it 
has the power to transform lives and life- styles.

very important. Some of my achievements are 
that I got a job and I continue to dance. The last 
thing is to keep up my dance group “The Crew 
Los Patojos”. Although there are still bugs and 
problems, we keep fighting. We’ve seen other 
groups vanished but I try not to think about that. 
Also, I have the right to dream and I feel now 
that because of the opportunity that has been 
given to me, I am ready to change the world.



FRANK GARCÍA  
REPRESENTING YOUNG BOYS LEADERSHIP PROJECT

My name is Frank. I am 19 years old. For the 
past year, I tried my best to be a more respon-
sible person regarding my education. I was fi-
nally able to graduate high school, four years 
after finishing junior high school. It took some 
extra efforts, but I managed to overcome the 
many obstacles that seemed insurmountable 
for many, but were not so for me. Now I feel that 
I given an important step to get ahead in life, 
learning many things that I did not know before 
and not giving regardless of the difficulties I had 
to face. I thought and felt that this would be my 
year, and so I said to myself ‘it is now or never,’ 
and managed to succeed with the help of very 
special people without whom this would have 
been impossible: all of you. The school year is 
over now, and I have a vocational high school 
degree in tourism; my family and I are happy 

Now I feel that I have given an important step 
to get ahead in life 

for this accomplished goal, special my mother 
who, although was not always by my side, ne-
ver stopped supporting me. Now I need to con-
tinue to set an example for my siblings. They 
will eventually become professionals and I will 
help them as they have helped me. I performed 
well in the last of the requirements to gradua-
te, a professional internship. I can confidently 
say ‘mission accomplished,’ and continue my 
academic formation in college, even if I have to 
work to put myself through it. It will be difficult, 
but not impossible, and I will succeed. Thank 
you JustWorld International for helping me with 
my education.



During the visit in April, the JWI delegation, as part of its support for the children, organized a field trip 
to La Aurora Zoo, located in the capital city. For this trip, were selected the younger children: “Las Es-
trelltas” (The Little Stars) who are between 4-6 years old.

Taking these kids to the Zoo was a dream come true, an unforgettable experience. The fantastic rela-
tionship created between JWI ambassadors and Guatemalan children was exactly what we were loo-
king for in order to generate bonds of love and support from everyone. We include a visit to the zoo not 
only as an achievement but also as an important activity in the lives of Los Patojos childhood.

All costs were covered by the ambassadors, transportation, meals, entrance tickets and the snacks. 
This is definitely one of the most beautiful days we’ve had as a family as friends, we made that day a 
just world indeed.

LOS PATOJOS GO TO THE ZOO



With the new administrative dynamics in the project, Los Patojos technical educational methodology 
was in charge of our new Technical Director: Alfredo González Rafael Fuentes, who with the team of 
educators, launched the new platform: planning, evaluating and analyzing the results statistically. 

The educational project methodology includes five essential topics in human development, specifically 
in our alternative system: Training in moral values and leadership, Cooperative Games – learning how 
work as a team - community, Artistic Skills, School Reinforcement and Sports.

Currently, each educator plans monthly activities in general for their students; they also carry a quar-
terly ordered control on height and weight, a control of daily attendance and meals, and an active mo-
nitoring on the participation students in public schools.

LOS PATOJOS 2013 METHODOLOGY



In the graph, we can see the number of girls and boys who attended 
during the 2013 for the project services.

We served 161 participants during 217 days from 11:00 am until 7:00 pm; 
we actually worked more time than the public educational system that 

consists in 180 days.
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Let’s see some numbers



During this year, we decided to include the three elements as one pro-
cess only, the educational, medical and the feeding programs are now 
better organized and effective. A child, who has access to three elements 
that I just mentioned, is ready to understand the world and feel part of it.

During the year 2013, we were able to serve 108,909 portions of nutrionals elements.
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During the year 2013, we assisted 843 patients of all ages in our medical 
clinic. The clinic is run by Dr. Hector Valle two days a week; Tuesday and 
Thursday, from 2:00 – 5:00 pm with an average of 10 to 15 patients from 

the project, the community and surroundings.



THE VOLUNTEER OPINION
LOS PATOJOS: A MAGICAL PLACE FULL OF LOVE, RESPECT AND DIGNITY

This summer, I had the opportunity to spend a few days at  " Los Pa-
tojos " and was amazed at the work that Juan Pablo Romero and his 
team are doing for the children and youth of Jocotenango. I was very 
excited and very curious. It’s not the same to read articles and see pho-
tos online than to be there and be part of the daily activity. From my 
afternoon arrival, I felt I was in a special and magical place. A place 
where adults and children breathe, exude and inspire love. Yes, every 
part of the project is based on genuine love, respect and dignity for all. 

Within five minutes, I had three children welcoming and hugging me war-
mly and invited me to celebrate with them and enjoy an evening of break- 
dancing. Dancing and other art forms are the pillars and pedagogical 
tools of the “metodología patojiana” used to transform and empower the 
lives of all the dozens of children and young people attending the project.



 Every day, at one o'clock, the patojos arrive, first thing they do - like an army 
of synchronized ants - turn a small patio dining where they gladly eat the nutri-
tious lunch of the day that has been prepared with care by the teachers. Then, 
with the same agility they collect everything, clean and organize the same 
yard until it is converted into a space where a group of patojos does exerci-
ses, others practice juggling acts and others focus on their reading circle.
 
In other tiny rooms - where there are no desks or chairs – there are di-
fferent classes going on such as reading and writing, drawing, poetry, 
English, technology and theater. In all these spaces the patojos are the 
protagonists and own their education. Teachers are moderators based on 
the method of the question and dialogue and generating in patojos critical 
and creative thinking.  Most impressive is that the project has generated 
in children and young people a sense of belonging, of community. There 
is personal and social responsibility where leaders emerge and promo-
te peaceful coexistence and social activism not only to the members of 
the project but also to the entire community of Jocotenango and around. 

Los Patojos is a model for Guatemala and other countries, an example that 
yes one can create alternative education spaces where all children and 
young people are accepted, valued and visible. Being poor is not a crime; 
if children and young people are given the chance to get a transforming 
education, they seize it and are successful, that's the magic of Los  Patojos.

By Misla Barco
USA, Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan Award: Teacher of the Year, 2012

Stanford University Award: Outstanding Community Service and Educator, 2012
Guatemalan Award,  “Palmas Magisteriales”, 2013

Stanford’s East Palo Alto Academy
California , USA



JWI Ambassadors April 2013
Riley Newsome

Megan MacPherson
Brianne Link

Mackenzie Edwards
Angela Lawrence

Mia Crocetti Marzotto

Guatemalan Ambassadors  
Juan Andrés Rodriguez

Michelle Boussinet de Rodríguez.
Mariana Beltranena

Isa Corletto
Daniel Aguirre

Ban LaraSebastián Cheves

Los Patojos would like to say MUCHAS GRACIAS (Thank you) to our 
beloved JustWorld International community that supports and believes in 
our ideas, dreams and projects. We are transforming lives, generating infi-
nite smiles and giving hope to hundreds of Guatemalan children and youth.



Honduran Ambassadors
Dora Bogran

Maria Fernanda Sierra
Victoria Villeda

Puerto Rico
Luis Fernando Morales Colon

Laura I. Nadal Muñoz
Camila Cue

Guatemalan Parents
Catherine Cheves de Rize

Deborah Aguirre
Brenda and Luis Corletto.

JWI Staff April 2013
Mei Mei Newsome

Naomi Spillane
Sabrina Jurak

Britta Tonnessen
Intern: Sam Ziegler

Volunteer Videographer: 
Steven Michael King

Parents April 2013
Linda Link

Joyelle Edwards

JWI Supporters
Joanne Weiner

November 2013 
Riley Newsome
Abigael Gratton

Maude Boulanger-Bouchard
Dylann Ephraimson
Sebastián Cheves

Isa Corletto
Daniel Aguirre

JWI Staff
Mei Mei Newsome

Amber Warren

Parents Nov 2013
Brenda Corletto

Deborah Aguirre.



THE DREAM IS REAL: BUILDING LOS PATOJOS UNIVERSITY

About the 3 Locations “Patojianas”

The last seven years working for Los Patojos gave me one of the strongest feeling I have 
ever experienced: the one of feeling useful in a social, educational, political and cultural 
way to people of my town Jocotenango, Sacatepéquez, Guatemala, Central America. 
A team of bright men and women, with a huge love for life and admiration for the youth 
potential, have been able to start four platforms to serve the people: Alternative Educa-
tion, Food, Health and Citizenship through the arts. Fortunately, we have the financial 
support from International Cooperations, who also believe in the construction of a world 
without border, a world with more social justice and equal opportunities, like JustWorld 
International.

Today , while walking amongst las patojas (girls) and  los patojos (boys) I realized how 
the place have become a beautiful  and peaceful environment, with walls  painted in a 
very creative way, with the opportunity of writing , reading , singing, dancing , eating, 
laughing, playing , enjoying life, being children, cleaning, loving the space that they have 
organized and built.  I witnessed how they have learn to delegate roles between them, 
respect each other, work as a team to achieve their goals. It is something unique to be 
part of an important community and educational process where they have full control of 
their lives, their hopes and dreams. 

They are happy and restless. This is not a small attempt anymore, Los Patojos has 
officially become a serious social organization, with a structure, with a planning and a 
training strategy based on love and freedom. We are responsible for three headquarters 
and at this moment, we share with you our joy of our 3 spaces of peace and social trai-
ning for life, we take our role, we are transforming life and creating opportunities.



In 2006 I transformed my family home into Los Patojos

In 2009, we started with the second Headquarter, which has been shifting over the past 4 years 
(we were working in 2009, 2011 in the 2nd. alley zone 3, and in 2012 in my neighborhood “Co-
lonia Los Angeles”) with the aim of providing a space for adolescents and for the Health project 
through the community clinic.



And finally, with the effort and commitment of many people who create, support and dream 
with us, we have the 3rd and most important space, a new land that was donated by a Canadian 
Foundation Give Kids a Chance. We now have the opportunity of making our biggest dream a 
reality: The University of the Arts. Currently our team is in charge of dozens of projects that 
benefit hundreds of children and young people. We're making history and we are sure that we 
will not be easily forgotten. We are now in phase 1 out 3, this is only the beginning of some-
thing special and needed in our community, in our country and in the world, Will you join us?

EXTERNAL VIEW

KITCHEN
CLASSROOMS

CULTURAL CENTER
PLAYGROUNDS

GARDENS
TOILETS
OFFICES

CORRIDORS
EMERGENCY AREAS

CLINIC
FEEDING CENTER

THE NEW CENTER WILL 
BENEFIT AROUND 600 

CHILDREN AND 
TEENAGERS, WILL 

GENERATE 
EDUCATIONAL 

OPPORTUNITIES AND 
TECHNICAL 

BACKGROUND, 
LANGUAGES AND 

LEADERSHIP SKILLS.



PHASE 1 IN ACTION, WE ARE TOGETHER FOR A JUST WORLD.

Newsletter done by Juan Pablo Romero Fuentes 
Founder and Executive Director.


